Aquarium Tip Tank | Aquarium Tank Selection Worksheet

1. Choose a location for your tank.

· Easy Access to Electrical Outlets

· Not too much direct sunlight

· Desired esthetic/decorative location

· Measure maximum allowable space: 

· Height:           in. x Width           in. x Length             in. = 

· Volume            in.3 x 0.00432900433 = Volume               US gal.

· Will the floor in that spot support the weight of the tank? Check if yes after doing calculations below.

· 1 US gallon of water weighs approximately 8.5 lbs. Lets estimate 10 lbs per gallon with all of the equipment, substrate, rocks, decorations, etc.

· Max. Volume from above                    US gal. X 10 =                    lbs. 

2.  Choose a construction type.

· Glass

· Pros: Available in a wide range of sizes, shapes, and designs. Relatively inexpensive. Can be more scratch resistant.

· Cons: Heavy when empty, more likely to shatter and/or spring leaks.

· Acrylic

· Pros: Very shatter-resistant. Excellent thermal insulation. Allow more light to pass through giving better clarity with less image distortion. 

· Cons: Can be more expensive. Have the tendency to be scratched very easily during handling and routine maintenance.

3.  Choose a shape and size

· First, the tank and tank stand obviously have to fit into the maximum allowable space that you wrote down in the measurements and calculations above. 

· Second, as far as size goes, we recommend the largest tank possible for beginners. The more water volume that you have that has good conditions, the easier it will be to take care of those smaller spots in the water or ecosystem with poor water conditions. A small instability spreads a whole lot quicker in a small tank with little water volume.

· Third, pick a shape that you want! We recommend a rectangular shape that is wider than it is tall for beginners. This will give your aquarium a greater water volume to surface area ratio in order to achieve proper oxygenation and vent noxious gasses from the system. A tank must have proper gas exchange between the water and air. 

4.  Take this sheet with all of your choices and everything filled out and go get a tank for your             aquarium! 

